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Trip Alfresco LLP. Bangalore, India.
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Indescribable Iceland

A journey to explore something unique !

INDESCRIBABLE ICELAND - TRIP ALFRESCO

The tour "Along the Ring Road at a Relaxed Pace"
takes you to all the highlights you can experience
along the coast of Iceland, such as geysers, glaciers
and waterfalls, lava landscapes, and the fjords of
East-Iceland as well as the Sneefellsnes peninsula
with the majestic Sneefellsjokull Glacier.
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Travel Season: May-July

Highlights

National parks Pingvellir and Vatnajokulspj6dgardur with Skaftafell,
Geysers, Waterfalls Gullfoss, Seljalandsfoss, Skégafoss, Dettifoss and
Godafoss, The Glacial Lagoon Jokulsarlén,

Riding, whale watching- and river-rafting-options. Sneefellsnes
peninsula and Sneefellsjokull Glacier.
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The Odyssey

Day 1: Arrival Upon arrival at Keflavik International Airport, you pick up your pre-
booked rental car. If you arrive in the morning or afternoon, you might want to stop
by at the Blue Lagoon on your way into the city of Reykjavik. If arriving late, you
will find your accommodation near the airport.

Day 2: National Park Pinguellir, Geysers & Gullfoss Waterfall
Leave the city in the morning for the
UNESCO World Heritage Site and
national park Pinguellir. Here you
should take a walk through the
Almannagjd rift and visit the site of the
old parliament. From here your journey
takes you through the village of
Laugarvatn to the geysers, where you
can see the very active hot spring
Strokkur erupt spectacularly every five
minutes or so. From Geysir it’s only a
10-minute drive to the impressive
waterfall, Gullfoss. A drive towards the
south coast will take you to your
accommodation. In the summer time you might have the opportunity to attend a
classical concert in Skdlholt cathedral.

Day 3: Pjorsdrdalur Valley & Hekla Volcano
Follow the glacial river Pjorsd to the
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bjorsdrdalur valley, where you come across the
beautiful waterfall Hjdlparfoss. You might
also want to stop at Stong, an excavated farm
that was buried under ash during a volcanic
eruption in Mt. Hekla in the year 1104,
before you visit the reconstruction of the
farm, Pjodveldisbeer, located close to
Stong. Then drive along the foot of Mt.
Hekla through a desert-like landscape of pumice to your
accommodation near the south coast.
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Day 4: Waterfalls, Activities on a Glacier & the Black South Coast
Only a short drive away from the village of Hvolsvillur you come across the waterfall
Seljalandsfoss; a walk behind the waterfall is an unforgettable experience! Driving
eastward you reach Skégar, where the beautiful waterfall Skégafoss awaits you. There
we also recommend a visit to the local folk- and transport museum and if you are up
for an easy hike, you can follow the river Skégd for a while and see further waterfalls
as well as the notorious glacial volcano Eyjafjallajokull. The local Folk- and transport
museum in Skégar is also well worth a visit. If you are in search of an adventure, you
might find it on the glacier Sélheimajokull, where you can
participate in hiking and snow scooter tours on the
glacier. Detours to the bird cliffs of Dyrhélaey and the
black sandy beach of Reynisfjara are well worth it, ‘
before heading to the village of Vik. With Vik behind
you, an interesting option is to turn left towards the
mountains and into the Pakgil canyon, a place
surrounded by impressive mountain landscapes in
the shadow of the glacier Myrdalsjokull. Afterwards
you follow the ring road further through the desert-like black sand
landscapes of Myrdalssandur and the lava field Eldhraun to the village

Kirkjubeejarklaustur.
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Day 5: Skaftafell, Svartifoss Waterfall & the Glacier Lagoon Head to Skaftafell,
located within Europe’s largest national park Vatnajokulspjédgardur, where you will
find hiking options of varied length and difficulty: From an easy walk to the glacier

Skaftafellsjokull or a short hike to the Svartifoss waterfall to the more challenging
routes to Sjonarnipa, Kristinartindar or Beejarstadaskogur. In the afternoon, drive
eastward along the edge of the Vatnajokull glacier until you reach the glacial lagoon
Jokulsdrlon. Take a walk along the shore of the lagoon or go on a boat trip amidst the
drifting icebergs. You have a good chance of spotting seals here.

Day 6: Fjord Landscapes of the East
In the fishing village Hofn you will find an
exhibition dedicated to the Vatnajokull
glacier, worth visiting before you leave.
East of the village you reach a tunnel that
leads you to the fjord landscapes of East
Iceland characterized by dramatic
precipices and narrow coastlines.
Along the way you will have several
opportunities for taking walks and hikes
along the coast that are ideal for bird watching. A special
walking route for bird watchers has been marked on the outskirts of the fishing village
Djiipivogur in the Biuilandsnes area — an absolute must for bird watchers!

In Breiddalsvik village you can visit the local Geo-Centre and in Stoo0varfjorour
village you should pay a visit to the private mineral collection of Mrs Petra
Sveinsdottir, one of the largest in the world. A tunnel brings you from
Fdskridsfjorour to Reyodarfjorour and
onwards to Egilsstadir. If you would
rather have more time to explore the
area around Egilsstadir (tips upon
request), you can take the shorter
route along the ring road through
Breiodalur
valley.
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Day 7: Fjords, Waterfalls, the Monster in the Lake or Riding Tours
Spend the day in the area around Egilsstadir. You can drive to one of the fjords, e.g.
to the puffin colony in Bakkagerdi fishing village, in Fjord Borgarfjordur eystri. You
can also book a guided hike from here into the lovely hiking area Viknaslodir, further
details on request. The fjords Seydisfjorour, Mjéifjordur or the drive to Reydarfjorour
and further to Eskifjordur and Nordfjorour may also be interesting to visit. The
second option for the day would be a drive around the lake Logurinn, alleged
abode of the sea monster Lagarfljotsormurinn lives, apparently a relative of the Loch
Ness monster. Your drive will lead you through the largest forest in Iceland,
Hallormsstadarskégur. You will see Iceland’s third
highest waterfall, Hengifoss (118
m/387ft), and the somewhat smaller
waterfall Litlanesfoss in the same river.
The waterfalls can be reached by foot.
Afterwards you can pay a visit to the
farm Skriduklaustur, built by the
author Gunnar Gunnarsson, where
you will find a nice little restaurant.
A monetary of the Augustinian order
was founded there in 1493 and recent
archaeological findings are now on display near the farm
house. If interested in getting acquainted with the Icelandic horse you can either go
on a riding tour starting from a horse farm near Egilsstadir. The ride takes you along
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lakes and through meadows. The other riding tour starts from the quite remote farm
Huisey, where you go seal spotting by horse. Information about the riding tours as
well as further tips for the day available on request.
Day 8: Traditional Farm, Dettifoss Waterfall & Hot Mud Springs
Depart from Egilsstadir through the Jokuldalur Valley and further through the
desertlike lava landscapes towards your destination.

We recommend a detour through the valley of Modrudalur to the old farm
Seenautasel, where you can enjoy a cup of coffe at a small café in an original turf
house. After crossing the bridge over the glacial river Jokulsd d Fjollum, another

detour that should not be missed leads to the tremendous Dettifoss waterfall.
Afterwards you cannot miss the foul smelling hot mud
springs in Ndamaskard, and if you want to take a
peak into the underworld, you will find the crater
Viti (the name literally means hell!) in the
nearby volcanic area of Krafla.

Day 9: Whale Watching, Asbyrgi Canyon &
Dettifoss Waterfall You might want to start
your day by visiting the fishing village of

Hiisavik, where whale watching boat tours depart
from the harbour several times a day in the high season. Drive further
around the Tjornes peninsula to the national park Jokulsdrgljifur, a part of
Vatnajokulspjodgardur, to see further sights such as the Asbyrgi canyon,

—
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Hljédaklettar (literally , Echo cliffs”) and the waterfall Dettifoss from the east bank of
the river.

Day 10: Lake Myvatn
Spend the day around Lake Myvatn, where a variety of sights and
activities is on offer. You can take a walk through the Dimmuborgir
lava field, see the pseudo craters of Skiitustadir and scale the
crater Hverfjall. The Nature Baths are perfect for some
relaxation, and the privately-owned and slightly quaint bird
museum on the lake side can also be recommended. On the way
to Akureyri you must not miss the impressive
waterfall Godafoss. If you are interested, you
can take a day for a tour of the volcano Askja
in the highlands, north of Vatnajokull glacier (the
programme for days 8-10 would have to be changed
accordingly).
Day 11: Akureyri & Warm Natural Pool in Skagafjorour
After a tour of Akureyri you leave for the Skagafjorour area,
where you can take a
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river-rafting tour or go riding. The local folk museum in Glaumbeer as well as the
turf house church in Vidimyri are well worth visiting. From Reykir, north of the
village Sauddrkrékur, you can join an adventure tour by boat to the island of
Drangey. Directly on the coast you will also find the inviting
warm natural pool Grettislaug. Drive further along the north coast of Iceland via the
village Blonduds, where you might want to stop to look at the Icelandic Textile
Museum, and onwards to the area of Midfjorour.

Day 12: Seal Watching on Vatnsnes
Peninsula & Sneefellsnes
On the Vatnsnes peninsula, you are
in a good location for spotting seals.
Afterwards, pay a visit to the Seal
Centre in Hvammstangi, where
you can find out everything
about Icelandic seals. Drive to the
fjord Hriitafjorour and after
passing the tiny village Bordeyri,
you turn left to the plateau
Laxdrdalsheidi towards Snaefellsnes
peninsula. From mid-May to mid-September boat tours to the
Breidafjorour bay are on offer, leaving from the harbour in Stykkishélmur. On those
tours you experience the area’s abundant bird life (high season mid-May to mid-
August) and can taste seafood caught just for you.

Day 13: Shark Museum & Glacier Sneefellsjokull
At the farm of Bjarnarhifn, just outside Stykkisholmur, a privately-owned museum
dedicated to shark catching in Iceland is well worth the visit. From the harbour in the
fishing village of Grundarfjorour you can go on a boat tour
during which you can try sea angling, spot puffins (May
to mid-August) and, if you are lucky, see whales.
Afterwards you drive on around the glacier
Sneefellsjokull towards the south coast of the peninsula.
On your way, you should check out sights such as
Dritvik and the coast of Djiipalonssandur, the bird
cliffs of Londrangar and the small fishing villages of
Hellnar and Arnarstapi. Your accommodation is
located on the south coast.

INDESCRIBABLE ICELAND - TRIP ALFRESCO



Day 14: South Coast of Snaefellsnes Peninsula & Reykjavik
By the farm Ytri- Tunga, you will almost certainly spot
seals resting on the rocky coast. The
basalt columns in Gerduberg are also
wor th a stop.
We also recommend a visit to the
Settlement Centre in Borgarnes
before heading back to the capital. In
Reykjavik you should make sure to
take time for a walk through town,
to the old harbour as well as to
Reykjavik’s most splendid church,
Hallgrimskirkja. The glass dome
of Perlan (the Pearl), situated up
on the hill Oskjuhlid near the city centre,
provides a magnificent panoramic view of the city.

/

Day 15: Departure
The time of departure determines your plan for the day. If you leave in the late
afternoon or the evening you will have time to further explore Reykjavik and stop by
at the Blue Lagoon on your way to the airport.
If your flight leaves in the early morning you’ll have to leave Reykjavik early for the
airport, where you return your rental car before departure.

INDESCRIBABLE ICELAND - TRIP ALFRESCO 10 of 11



Journey Inclusions

e 14 nights incl. breakfast in pre-booked accommodations, 5 double rooms with
private facilities. General information about the accommodation:

-Many of the accommodations do offer their guests

access to open-air jacuzzis.

-Higher accommodation classes are not available in

large parts of Iceland. However if higher class hotels

are in place and available, these can be offered with

surcharge.

- Availability can only be checked with a more precise

travel date.

* 14 days rental car of your choice 3 x N Category
(Skoda Octavia Combi or similar).

® Unlimited driving, CDW and two drivers for each car.
e Pick-up/drop-off at the International Airport in
Keflavik.

e Iceland Road Guide.

® Road Map 1:500 000.

* Detailed and personalised route description.

e Service telephone number while traveling in
Iceland.
o VAT and lodging tax.

Journey Exclusions

o International flights or ferry, fuel, extra driver (€ 29 per driver[rental),

o meals besides breakfast, SCDW (add 14 x € 14), road toll (Hvalfjordur Tunnel),
entrance fees and activities.

e Rooms with private facilities are booked in middle class hotels, country hotels,
higher class guesthouses or farm-guesthouses.
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